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The ſeafonable zAdareſie of the Church of En- 
gland to both Houſes of Parliament. 


NSD quence of my preſent condition, even force me 
D| K2/ A to this Addreſſe. And to whom can I better 
SE @<H bring my aggrievances then to both Houſes of 
Pacliamenc? Is It not to the authoritie & great wiſdome of Par- 
liaments , that Reformation owes its eſtabliſhment ies firſt riſe & 
being ? Have not Parliaments ever ſtood cloſe & conſtant to the 
Proteſtant cauſe & oppoſed themſelves as a wall for the Houſe of 
God ? To whom then canlT more freely communicate my affai- 
res , or make a clearer diſcovery of my ſerious & ſecond thoughts 
then to this Noble Repreſentative of the Nation , & from whome 
can I promiſe my ſelfe a more gracious audience then from fo 
many dutifull and deare Sonns of mine, who cannot but regard 
my complaints with a juſt ſenſe & feeling , eſpecially when they 
call to mind that I aim at nothing but their own good, & that 
all I ſay , proceedes only from the ancumbent duty ,& the tender 
affetion of a loving Mother? 
During that bleſſed yeare of Indulgence to tender conſciences 
When every one fate vnder his own vine abounding peaceably 
in his own ſenſe , there was a happy end of that endles thing 
we call Controyerhie : Tythes were paid with out murmur our 
Clergy had their due reſpe&t no body repining then at their rich 
revenues; but ſince you withdrew his Majeſties gracious Declara- 
ti) the ſcene is changed & the Nation run back 1nto ſuch lamen- 
tablediſtradions & differences abour Religion, that I now ſtand ar 
bay , engaged in diſputes againe , & what can we expe from 
2 | thence, 
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thence, but noiſe & elamour & the bitter exceptions of critical 
diſſenters, the natural conſequences of ſuch encounters? 
My LORDS e&+ Gentlemen 
When I muſt thus ſee my old wounds barſt out againe 8& 
bleed a new, our common intereſt & the occaſion I thinke requi« 
re that I make you a faithfull report how things ſtand. with vs.in 
Controverlie,& giveyoua biefacdbiint of our Principles & *holſe 
ſpecious difficulties & ſmooth pretences that are objected tq ys,for 
ſo we ſhall ſee what will bare the Teſt , know our own ſtrength, && 
what folution to return an Antagoniſt. And to put things in atul- 
ler & clearer light I humbly crave leave toſpeake my mind plainly 
without reſerye, & to argue even like an Adverſary, for-in this 
Supream Court of Iludicature nothing that's material ought to -be 
concealed, & in theſe high concerns of erernity,nothing ought to 
be diſſembled that may ſtartle a Proteſtantin his Faith, or encouras 
ea Diffenter to run on 1n his non conformity» | 

I will begtn with that which was the immediate cauſe of my 
Addreſſe ynto you & has been of late obje&ted with fo much ap» 
plauleziz Thata Proteſtant is but a Fanatick of alitle Jonger ſtand- 
ing then thereſt , & has not one ſolid Principle for any pact of his 
Faith as it ſtands 1n oppoſition to the Church of Rome. The tlan- 
der is great, & the chars runs high, bucif we will take yp the difti- 
cultie from the ſpring head, a few words will make our cafe clear 
& intelligible. 

Vpon afſcrious review of our breach with Rome & the grounds 
thereof, thinks we cannot chuſe but own that our ſeparation trom 
that ſee &our wholc Reformation too, hang vp on this {ingle thread. 
That the Chuzch of Rome hal err'd in Faith : for vnles ſhe had eri'd 
In Faith whit need was there of Reformation? whence a Diſſznter 
will at firſt itght diſcover that our foundamental reforming Prin= 
Ciple was the Churches Falli{iity. A weake foundation,as our Ade 


verſaries will haye it&aboundantly ſufficient todraw all our ſupers - . 


ſtructures vpon our own heads into a common heaps of rubbiſh ! 
For if that Church be fallible & haye err'd in Faith which was 
once the PHler & ground of Truth : that Church againſt which the 
gates of Hell were gever to prevaile ; where, & when ſhall we find 

a Church 
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© Church without errors? And if ths Church of England may 


have her errors too , Idefire it may be ſeriouſly-confidered whe- 


ther our very firſt Proteſtant Principle Fallili/ity , doe not even. 


degrade & vnchurch our felyes. For that rowling ſtone being once 
layd asa firm foundation , not only any other Chriſtian Church 


may poſlibly & probably be as good , nay a great deale betrer ; but 
, what bonds , what fecurity can we give any good Chriſtian that 
We have not been out in our accounts & taken wrong meaſures in 
. our Reformation? And by what argument-can itever be made 
-appearc that the Churc1 of England may noc lawfully be refor- 


med a new whenſoever Fanaticks ſhall thinke fitr to begian the 
worke, as we may now jultly apprehend they doe? 

Have they not a prefident of dangerous conſequence before 
their eyes? For by the ſame warrant, method , & Commiſlion.we 
reformed the Church of Rome , why may not the Presbvter law- 


fully reforme the Proteſtant , the Quaker the Presbyrer , the Ana« 
baptiſt the Quaker; nay why maynot Reformation thus run round 


at pleafurethrough al' thole litie fractions of Fanaticks who now 


4n molt parts of the Kingdome are {chi{matically fetting vp for 


themſelves withoutany other ſtock , God knows , to becin the 
world , then (ome new Tranſlation of the Bible, a dark lantern 
they call zhe /z2ht & alitte Familiar they call zhe lif.- the Y #ncs , 8 
the p:ivat fprrit? Aſatisfactory anſwer to this oby1ous Querie has 
coſt me many anxtous thoughts & even after R- formation 11#2- 
fired & A rational account if the gronrd; of ProceAant R-/ieion | ſtill 
look vpon it as a Gordian knot that was never yet vntied nor cut a 


ſunder. For either we could lawfully on account of errors reforme 


the Roman Caiurch or we could not ; if we cavld not; onr revolt 
from that ſie was Schiſm of the deepeſt dy, If we contdlawfully re- 
form the Church of Rome on pretence of errors: our Hierarchis 
our Liturgy , & moſt part of thar Proteſtant doQtrine thar is pro- 
per to vs, being held by diſf-nters ſuperſtitious errors. & abomi- 
nable relicks & ragges of Popery , & being proved by them to be 
ſuch, by the ſelf ſame arguments we proved errors4n the Church 
of Rome [| as any one may ſee that will make the applicarion } 
does it notevidentily follow that the Church of England 1s a meer 

A; _ Tennant 


8) 
Tennant at will;thatmay be _—_ out by alegal Ejetment when 
Fanaticks pleaſe ; & what critical time of the moon muſt that be, 
wherein a new Reformation in Religion may not pleaſe illiterats 
factions & fanatick ſpirits? ſo that ypon the whole matter I know 
not whether ſeparatiſts.can wiſh to-put the whole tryal of their non 
conformity on a better iſſue, then this, that if we could deſert 
the Roman Church for her errors without the guilt of Schiſm , 
-why may not they lawfully deſert our Communion on the fame 
-ground, we neither pretending to an Infalltbility in any thing 
we differ from the Church of Rome norhaving any Office of 4ſ= 
ſurance that de fafto we doe not err, as they judge we doe? 
My LORDS e&+ Gentlemen | "5 
Lam loath to inliſt here ypon other vncomfortable conſequences 
-our Fali/i.i#iy muſt needslead vs to, but if that firſt fundamental 
Principle moulder into ſuch ſandy deceitfull footing whether can 
we make our next appeal but tothe writen word of God, which you 
know 1s looked ypon by Proteſtants,as a ſureground of our Refor- 
mation, & a ſufficient warrant for all our doctrine as it is peculiar 
to vs & diſtin from Popery, But to vndeceive the world 1n this 
Vulgar error, & to let you ſee what Principles we mult at length 
truſt vnto, give meleave on this occaſionto repreſent ingenioully 
to both Houles, how vnſerviceable 1 find Scripture in order to our 
preſent Controverſhes. We have been told oftentimes by our Ro- 
man Antagoniſts , & God grant in the end we may not fnd ut true, 
that our Proteſtant Tenents are never ata greater loſſe,then when 
they are brought home to the Bible, For what vnderſtanding & 
judicious Proteſtantcan take that myſterious booke into his hands, 
utat the very firſt turning he muſtſee himſelf1n a labyrinth with- 
outa clew & miſerably hamper'd 3n inſuperable difficulties which 
Way ſo ever he goes ? 

And firſt as to the true Cayon though we have already declared 
in the (xc Article of our nine & thirty,that we vnderſtand thereby 
3hſe Canonical Bookes of the old er new Teflament of whoſe authority 
there Was ncvir any doubt in the Church ,yet T may confidently tell 
you, that this is but a very confuſed, & imperfe& notica of the 

Canon , thatlappsit vpintoolile room, or rather in efic& takes 


it all 
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, Het all away. For whatpart of Scripture is there either new , or old, 
| Which ſometime orother, even prime holy. Fathers of the Church 
have not queſtioned & called in doubt? There is no{chollar who 
has looked into their writings but will own as much, Both. the old 
| & New Teſtament were written originally. in the learhed langua- 
| ges of Greek or Hebrew & we received both-from. the cuſtody 8 
| corrupt hands of the Church of Rome ; & when the fountain-was: 
| fo 1impure,can wethinke the ſtream ſhould run clear? whenthe vel- - 
ſe} was fo throughly poyſoned,, muſt not the wine carry. a high 
tinture-of the contagion with it? If: the Church. of Rome could 
{o-notoriouſly falſify theſenſe, can we thinke ſhe would not foiſt 
what:ſhe pleaſed into- the: letter too? Can: we beleeve Providence 
would preſerye the Text entire , when the ſenſe that was of grea- 
| ter moment was ſo long perverted? Or can we thinke a Book of 
| that nature could ly ſo many. yeares in the Confſiſtory without 


Ade, et 78 ot IE Rr AE; <> 


being'tained & over grown with-ſuperſtitious-errors? Nay whe- 

| ther during that long. term of time that Popery over ruled the 

| world , the Apochrypha did not creep into the Canon , or the Cas 

non into the Apochrypha, what Proteſtant Principle can aſſure 

| vs? Henceit 1s that our Adverſarieshaveſo-often runto this vnan- 

{werable Querie asthey imagine, viz on what ground we could 

receive the Bible from the Church-of Rome & reje& her Caxoz that 

was of noleſſe authority ? If the Church of. Rome could erre in the 

deliverie ofthe Canon,why might ſhe not err as much-in that of 

the Apochrypha ?:& if we could lawfully denie the. firſt, as we 

* havedone, by pping.o cight whole Bookes,, which ſhe aliaws. 

for Canonical & has ever approved for ſuch; why. may we not. 

on theſame account caſheer. the ſecond too, & lo looke vpon the. 

> Whole,as a Bookethat deſerves no more credit, nor reſpe& then. 
* VFſhallpleafe the Courteous Reader to beſtow vpon. it ?: 

But when we have found out the preciſe number of Canonical 
Bookes , vnles we have alſo the trus Copie of this Canon & the 
true Franſlation of that Copie,it is yet a very fruitles knowledg. NN” 
It was vpon this weighty conſideration that our gracious ſoye- - 
| raign king Iames of bleiſed memorie in Conference with his. jp ,z,. *_ 
2 Biſhops at Hampton Court being.moved there mightbe ſome new. coyfe.. 
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(8) I 
Tranſlation of the Bible in regard the Tranſlations then receiy i: 
were corrupted '& did not anſwer the truthof the Original, cably , 
condeſcended toit,adding be had neyer yet ſeen any Bible well, 


Preſerye 
ps Lord 


tranſlated into Engliſh, but that of all he Javr the Geneya Tran« f 


flation to be the worſt. Now what was performed then, & how 


well we have mended the matter fince, Leven bluſh to tell'you.'T on 


can aſſure you very many , & thoſe earneſt Proteſtants too, can 
not looke vpon our Bible without indignation, not only 


Prophet. © Es 


\ But to come tow to the true ſenſe & meaning of this Tranſla 


purpoſes, & equally of no vie to'every one. Either we areinfals,, 


th 
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are infallible Interpreters that can noterr , we renounce the very” 


ible Interpreters that are ſure we cannoterr, or we are not? If we 


ground of our Reformation Fallibility & ſhamefully draw vpon 


_ in 
ti 


on, without which Scripture is equally apphable to all ns 


for the} 


many corruptions' they find there, but to behold there till the. 
ſordid wretched rhimes of Hopkins & Sternheld thoſe Ballad-bards* 

& black ſwans of Sion, & to ſee vs ſtill cloſe the Pſalter with that, 
immortal monument of Robin Wiſdomes folly & ſingular dullnes/,, 


in devotion, as if we tooke that ſynopſis of ſimplicity for a lefſes,,.. 


n 


our ſelyes, all thoſe reproaches we have caſt on the Infallibility! = 


of the Church of Rome. If we be not infallible Interpreters $ 
where's a Proteſtants {ecuritie? And by what argument can he ſa 
tisfie any rational diſcourſfive foule that he has been happier in 
l1ghting on the true ſenſe of Scripture then Difſenters are *'1f it 


ſhould be thought convenient in ſuch ſtraights as theſe, to have®; 


our recourſe to the Omnipotent Chymiſtrie of the private ſpirit , 
& the ſober engquirie ; will it not be further vrged that the Scri= 
pture being obſcure in many places the vxlearned & wniiable den 
prave it 10 their on prrdition & other mens z & it holy Fathers ma 
err , if General Councils may err, as we have declared they may, 8& 
1F your deare Mother the Church of England be not exempted, 
from that common fate, but have her fraiicies too, & may err nd 


tion built on a brave rock indeed, when 1t thus relys only on our 


- . own quirks & comments on Gods word,& thoſe ruinous founda» 
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___Aefſethen they , where ſhall we fix at lenght? Is not our Reformas 
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Tons of mans witt & fancy ? Whilſt theſe Tones fu; that are ſo 
Y Fall of ſmoak are our guides 1n Controvyerly, muſt not we run 
1 the continual hazard of wandring in the dark from one ſpecies 
* of Fanaticiſm to an other ? When our own gueſſes are the Rules 
W & meaſures of our Faith, muſt not our Diſputes of neceſfity run 
'Eon at that rate they doe, without aime or end , & muſt not our 
mt only hopes be, that the good Prophet Helias will come at length, 
E {;, give ys the deciſion of our debates by his vmpirage in the con= 


Feſtation ? 

5” Inthe mean timeis it not avery vncomfortable conſideration 
for any Proteſtant to refle&,that he can have no greater certainty 
&® that he is ſound in faith, on which depends theeternitie of his weale 
Dor woe, then he has,that he has hitt on the right ſenſe of Scripture, 
. 1nexpounding which, ſo many eminent Schollars, ſo many ſearch- 
"Ing & ſubtle witts , after the ſtudious labours of many yeares 

have been ſo grieyiouſly miftaken? Now to ſay here,as our Au- 
"Jthors often doe, that all neceſſaries to ſalvation arc'clear in Scri- 
© ture to a ſober Enquirer, lookes as like an evaſion , & as weake 
Ya plea as our Adverſaries can deſire. For with what ground can we 

"imagine , that it was ever the intention of the H. Ghoſt, that all 
Y things neceſſary to falvation ſhould be fo cicarly written in the 
Word of God, that we need no morethen open the Booke and 
as. WW. . | 
n/£cad , eſpecially if we call to mind how obſcure & myſterious for 
.|the moſt part the Scripture is , howit was all written ypon emer- 

© gent occaſions without any deſign of giveingvs a compleat body 
: 'of the articles of our Faith :; how it has omitted the conſubſtan- 
:*tiality of God the Son & the fundamental of fandamentals viz 

M's bat Scripture is Grds Vord, which can be known tobe (ſuch no other 

way but by Church Tradition. And if neceſſaries to ſalvation beſo 
7'clearin the Bible as we pretend , whence ſpring our difſentions in 
: 4 *bele things, ſeing about what 1s clear there 15 no diſpute; for whe- 
" "ther a part be leſſe then the whole, or whether the ſun ſhine at noon 
\Who ever yet called in doubt? Nay though we could evidence to: 

"the world , that all things neceſſary to ſalvation were there eafily 
a. to be found at firſt fight; yer would not this ſhamefull conſequence 
\« porſue vs cloſe, & tread ypon our heeles viz That our Tenents 


B of 


(ro) Ss 
of no Purentor; , T-2#ſuoRantiation , no Church infallible , no Papal: - 
ſupreamacy &c, were not only ynneceſſary things in our Refor- | F 
mation, but in order toſalyation too, ſeeing the Scripture no= TC 
- where in plait. terms , declares it felf a Proteſtant in any one-of oo 
thoſe important particulars ? 1 
For ſhould we goe about to prove by Scripture that there is no P 
Purgatory , Where ſhall we find a Text to that purpoſe? ſhouid wel oy 
goe about to prove that there 1s no Church infaiitle , what wor MH 
even ſtretched and tortured can reach that concluſion ? If wa **< 
T 14 1ſurſt intiation , from what Chapter ſhall we take our p1 votes #. S, 
And when we have found ſome ambiguous Texts for {uch points £ 
as theſe , before they will fitt the occalion they are quoted for ; 
how vncertain in it felf, and how bold muſt the Comment be 3 J 
For a Proteſtant then to goe about to drop Texts with his Ad- * 
verſary , is a very ſenſl:s labour,for as long as he wants a faithfall F 
Interpreter that can not err, muſt not the whole Queſtion comg 0 


at length to ins iſſue, whether of thoſe two doughty Diſputants/ 
hath the beſt guift in guefling? 


My LORDS 74 Gentiemens ; l 
You ſee to what paſſe Proteſtant Religion is brought , when we, £ 
appeal to Scripture 1n the caſe ,as tothe grand ſupport , the foun« I 
dation , & principal piller in the building. 
But me thinkes I ſee ſome worthy Gentleman ready to riſe & * 
referr me for Proteſtant Principles to a Booke called 1 diſcourſe 
conc-rning the Idolatry prattiſed in the Church of” Rome. A Booke that) | 
no looner appeared but I crofsd my felf , as the Authour ſayes; 
" others did , at the {797 of that dreadfull monſter. A monſter that 
+ has the heeles were the head ſhould be, the concluſion before the 
premiſes , & his Proteſtant Principles behind thatdiſcourſe , which 
ſhould have been built ypon them. Had he plac'd them in the Pre- 
face & call them Pofulata, it had been modeſtly done , but to 
impoſe vpon Proteſtants for Principles of their Faith, plain im- 
pertinences , ſhippery vncertainties , & down right falſities, was. 
ſach a profane peece of folly , as would haye become much ber« 
ter the overweening confidence of a Scribe or Phariſe, then one: 


who would now palle for a Doctor , & Divine pf hs Church | 
of England, | But 
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123; \But as to the Principles themſclyes whether they were firſt pu 
\r, bliſhed by the Auchour , out of that natural inclination to Fana- 
o.. ticiſm he has ſhewd all along, or whether he were bribed by Difſen= 
£ ters to make Proteſtant Religion ridiculous to the world, 1s not 
ealie to determine. { know divers have judged all thefe Princi- 
ples of his, fo farr below the Doctors abilities , that they could 
Not but perſwade themſelves that his learned Conlort had her 
3 White hands in the worke , & many have had ſo much civility 
My for the ſexe as to thinke his fair I/izza would haye done 1t a 
« 2) great deal better. How ever it was; we baveall reaſon to be forry 
ol that thoſe Principles of his have now taken air , & ſeen the 1:ghr, 
. For {ance they appeared ficſt abroad the authoritie of the Church 
.> of England [ as you may haye obferyed your ſelves J has been 
rl dayly impared , & many feing evidently theſe his Proteſtant Prin= 
ll Siples to be meer ſhoales , & quickſands, have deſerted our Com« 
munion , 1magining we could have no better grounds than what 
ts) the-great Dactor brought, | 

Though many of his Bookes have deſerved a fevere Cenſure 

long a goe, yet I have hitherto looked vpon all with an indul- 
gent eye , & rather excuſed the weaknes of his writings , then 
reproved his errors, but when Fanatick Principles are ſoabuſhvely 
impoſed ypon vs, the provocation 15 too high to be diſfſembled , 
on. & | thinke my ſelf obizg2d to give you ſuch juſt exceptions a» 
ſe gainſt chem , as occurr'd to me on the firſt reading over. We 
will take ſome few of them as they ly ,though ir be all one, at 
which end we begin , fo lile counetiou they kave with one 
an other. | 
An entire Obedi:nce , ſayes the Door , ro the Vill of God beins pine. 
Y azrced vpon to be the condition of mans happints , no other Way & in it cipl. x] 
\ ſelf neceſſary 10 that end, than ſuch whereby man may kno what the © 
W111 of God is. Behold here the firſt ſtone of that goodly fabrick 


Ve 
Ne 


. , R : 
- & as plain a ground of Proteſtant Religion as Tenderden Srevle is of 
ay Goodwin ſands: It was ominous the Door ſhould ſtumble on ſuch 


ww An vſeles thing at his firſt ſetting out, For muſt not this firſt Princi- 
@ ple of his, of neceſlity ſuppole all the Door did intend to prove 
h, viz That Proteſ|aut Religion u the only vay- 10.knov the Will of ow » 
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= (483 
if the Covrteons Ryadsr will ror grant him this [ which is indeed 
but the whole Queſtion J] may not an Amſterdam of new Reli= 
gions be drawn from this firſt Principle, with as much eaſe & con- 
{equence, as any advantage we can hope from thence? We cane 
not denie but all new & even the molt ingenious concluſions in 
Mathematiques & other ſciences , have their riſe from very com- 
mon &cafie Principles , 8 it was not to be imagined the Doc\, 
ſhould have found new Principles , for the eſtabliſhment of Pro- 
teſtant Religion , which bleſſed be God, has been ſufficiently pro- 
vided with {uch neceſſaries by Chriſt himſelf, but we might have 
hoped at leaſt , that he would have given vs the ancient grounds 
on which Reformation has ſtood all this while: for the excellen- 
cy of a Polemick Authour conſiſts not in finding out new Prin- 
ciples that were never thought on before, butin a luckie combi- 
nation of old, common, & eafie Truths. But this firſt Principle 
of his neither alone by itſelf , nor in any conjunction with otheg 
grounds can in theleſt concurr to the deciſion of :gny Controy 
verſies now in debate between vs & Rome. His ſecond Princte 
ple 1s of the ſame vſe, & application,& runs thus. 
re 2, _ 142 being framed a rational creature capauie of refleing of him- 
E-”  felf , may antecedently to any external revelation certainly know , the 
being of God &+ his dependence of him , &c. Is not this to own pu« 
blickly that we have noſuch thing as Principles ? what Diſſexter, 
though he were a Turkor Iew , might not acknowledg whatever 
we find here, & deduce his Faith from it in the ſame mood and 
figure? That man was a rational creature capable of refleaing of 
himſelf , wasI thinke never yer denied, & by what good fortune 
it became a Proteſtant Principle who can tell ? But had the Doc', 
antecedently refleted on himſelf , or what he went abour, we 
had had ſome thing more pertinent to the thing in hand. For in 
what ſtraights muſt our Adverſaries think? the Church of En= 
gland ſtands, & what pleaſant ideas muſt they frame of our af- 
faires, when they behold rhe glorious Achylles of our cauſe, 
thus caſting anchor in the air, & laying hol4 of ſuch infignifi-ant 
ruſhes , the very laſt r:fuges of a ſhipwrack: Religion & a ſinking 
EZhurch? And yet the Dr, runs on with his third Principle [ 1f 
-— I may 
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{ may call it ſuch 7 & tells vs with an incomparable confidencg 
that. 

Al ſupernatural && external rewdation muft neceſſarily ſuppoſe the 
euth of natural Religion , for vnles we be antecedently certain that 
z5rre 1s 4 Goder that we are capable of knoyins him , ts impeſſable to be 
eertiin thit he has revealed his Yall. 

He that would ſee how ſoon a great Dr. may be quite out, 
& in how litle time he may looſe his Text, let him but conſider 
well this prefent Principle. The Drs. defign was to give vs Pro- 
teitant Principles that might ſecure any one from Popery ; but 
not a word you fee all rhis while of Proteſtant Religion , no» 
thing of our nine & thirty Articles, & conſequently nothing at 
h!\ko the purpoſe. Though the Principle it ſelf be a real Truth, yet 
it is ſo remote from the butines, that when I ſaw how much it 
5:lyed the title of a Proteſtant Principle, I imagined he would 
zive vs the Covenant for his next Principle , but he has given 

75 that which is litle better & 1s indeed only a new coate for 
the moon in all her changes, & it will ficta Fanatick of any ſhape 
Or {1ze. The words are theſe. 

Nothing ouzht to be admitted for divine revelation which over- 
thrays the certainty of thoſe Principles Which mu#t be antecedently ſup- 
pojed to all divine revelation , &C, 

Here we have a bold ftroake of the D®. pen, & a Proteſtant 
Principle ſmooth & deceitfull & ſo blind with all, that if I vnder- 
ſtand 1t right , it would never have our Paith looke beyond our 
ſenſes. What can not be drawn by thoſe five yoake of Oxen, is 
timber & laggage & not fitt company for the Doc®. Creed, fo 
that if God ſhould reveals to vs that the ſunis many times bigger 
then the earth , as long as 1: appeares to the eyes to be only 2, or 
3 foot in diameter , we muſt nat beleeve one word he ſayes, A 
molt profound & ptous Principle; nay the very argument the Tews 
impugned Chriſt with, for when they would have ſtoned him bee 
caule he ſayd he was God they told him plainly that they did not 
Rone him for any good workes he had done, but becauſe he made 
himſelf God, whea they ſaw clearly with their eyes that he was 
A Mallke 
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My LORDS & Gentlemen 

IF our Faith muſt neyer goe beyond the kenn of our ſenſes, if 
our beleet muſt never tranſcend theproſpe& of our witt z muſt 
we not denis the Incarnation of Chriſt,the creation of the world 
that ſtarted out of nothing at one alfnighty word ? muſt we nat 
denie the ſtanding inſtant of Gods eternity , the vnity of his eſſence 
in a Trinity of perſons, the freedome of his as , the infinitie of 
his Attributes , & when we have denied all theſe, ſhall we not hays 
a pretty Proteſtant God of our own letting yp,& a faith ſutable te 


ſuch an Idol ? yet this it is that theDF. 8& this good Principle would _ 


perſwade ys to. He might havegiven vs the ſenſe & ſubſtance of all 
this , in termes as intelligible , had he politively maintained , tha” 
ourſenſes are ths beſt Diyines, & that fleſh & blood are the bek; 
Chriſtians, & the only guides of our Faith : & yetIthinke he muſ; 
needs confeſſe,that the trueſons of Barjoxs belecye myſteries which 
fleſh & blood knew not how toreveal vato them, But his fife Prin 
Cciple makes amends for all, and he aſſures vs herein a high fate g; 
Fanaticiſm. 

There cane uo other meanes imazincd Where by Wwe ave to jude of divin 
revelation,but a facuity in vs of diſcerning truth from falſhooa exc. Thus 
Principles improve vpon the D®. handes , every one being more 
1mpertinent , if that can poflibly be, then the former was, How 
many thouſand Papiſts doe you thinke this one Principle will re- 
claime ? The thing was only thought vpon by accident & put 
down by chance, & Ican not tell whether it may not fall vithin 
compaſſe of the Ratute againſt V agabonds & Finrdy Beggars, for you 
ſee r. how many degrees of longitude & latitude it is got from 
home or from any end or purpoſe. 2 how boldly & ſhamefally it 
beggs the Quzſtion with this vamercifull ſuppoſition on 1ts back, 
thatevery difſenter is a meer fool & Ideot & has loſt all faculty 
of diſcerning white from black, hands from head, feer from ſhoul- 
ders: for vnles a Proteſtant will thus engroſſeall witt & judgment: 
to himlelf, whar a noble ſtructure will he raiſe vpon this foundas 
tion? Sy 

Thele eſſayes were ſufficient to let you ſee how the Doc*. has 
abuſed Proteſtants as the Iews did Chriſt, & put reeds into their 


hands 


'5) | 
hands to: make them as ted as he could, and their do- [3 
&rine too, But lezſt you ſhould perſwade your ſelves that theſe 
five firſt principles were only litle ſpies, or ſcouts. that were ſent 
before the groſle of thatarmy that was marching after; let vs ſee 
what force we can diſcover about his main guard , which I take 
to be his r3. & 15. Principle. And here I find the two great Ca- 
nons of Ins Faith direaly poinred, as D/ſexters judge , againſt all 
Religion , & they are mounted in theſe following words. 

It is repugnant to the native of the deſign , & the Wiſdeme , &> the 
gooancs of God to giv? infaliib!e aſ wance to perſons in Writing his Yill 
for the benefit of mankind , if theſe vritinz» may not be vader3tood by all 
perſons who ſynczrly endeavour to know the meaning of them in ſuch 
thints as are neceſſary for their own ſalvation. And Theſe writings prin: 53 
being ovned as containinz in them the whole Will of God ſo plainly ve- | 
vealed, that no ſober enquirer can miſſe of what is necſſary for ſclvas 
| Fion there can be n0 neceſiity of an infaulible ſuciety of men to a!2.# or 
| explain theſe Writings. | 

O infiaite Wiſdome of the Incarnate Word ! do our Adverſa- 
ries here crie out , Didſt Thou.labour 3. & thirty yeares in laying 
the foundation of thy Church & didſt Thou leave no better Prin- 
Ciples then theſe , to defend it when Thou hadft done ? Diſt 
Thou ſweat blood in planting thy Vinyard & thus leave it waſte 
to be overrun at pleaſure by Fanaticks of all future ages ? And 
bcaufe I muſt not here conceal even the vntoward arguments. 
of diſafteted Diſſenters , I will appeal for them to the judg- 
ment of this high Court & theſenſe of ſo many worthy mem- 
bers of Parliament I behold in this great Preſence , whether an 
| thing but a meer Babel can be well built on ſuch fairy ground 
\ . as theſe two laſt Principles ? For does not the Doc. here make it 
| impoflible for any oneto be an Heretick., & with.the ſame breath 
| open th2 {laces for all kind of profane novelties in faith , and 
Whole ſeas of heretical opinions to come rowling in? 1. He makes: 
| Ut impoflible for any one that beleeves Scripture to bean Heretick, 
| &learnedly confutes the Apoſtle who told vs there muſt be Here- 
fits: for no mancan be an Heretick. but he that errs obſtinatly a- 
' gainſt theRalgof Faith; now according to theſe Principles , Hh 
1 ” | | — 
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(16) 
Rule of Faith to every ſober enquirer is the word of God inter= 
preted by himſelf: but tis as impoflible to err againſt the word 
of God interpreted by him elf, as it 15 to err againſt his own ſenſe 
and judgement, or to aſſent to plain contradidtions at the ſame 
time ; therefore tis impoſſible to be an Heretick. 2, He opens the 
Church doores for all Hereſies to come thronging in. For does | 
he not make every one a Prophet when hepleaſe,& licence all to 
commence enthufiaſtick Doors when they will? Tis but pre= 
tending modeſtly to the ſober enquiry & the work is done. But 
muſt we needs ſuppoſe there can be no ſober enquirers amongſt 
Diſſenters? Doe they never read Scripture but when they aredrunk 
& ſee double? yet without theſe civil & charitable ſuppoſitions, 
what Proteſtant Doctrine can flow clear, from ſuch fountains of 
Fanaticiſm 2 | 7 
3- Have not we gloriouſly impugned the Infallibility of the 
Church of Rome for theſe hundred yeares , when we bave now 
found two Proteſtant Principles for the infallibility of every idls 
CAbieail that has but the confidence to ſay ſhe reads Scripture ſo= 
berly? And may not we hope now to feeaſtrang Vnity 1n Faith, 
& a bleſſed harmony in our Religious ſentiments, when the Mini- 
ſtery is thus made a chargable ſuperfluous cypher in thenation, & 
every rude, raw 1g-0ramm turned looſe to the Bible to looke his 
creed? In the managment of worldly concerns Iam fure, men ob= 
ſervean other method , & arefo much more prudent then the ſons 
of light, that they will not rely vpon their own judgment in a 
plain Bill or Bond of any valew, but will run to Atturneys retain 
Council in the caſe, & ſubmitt humbly to the advice of thoſe who 
in that calling ſhould know more then them ſelyes, yet a Prote- 
ſtant in expounding Scripture on which ſalvation may depend 
muſt truſt to nothing but his own head & the ſtiff ſtring berween 
his head & ſhoulders. 
Has it not been the conſtant Cuſtome of all Hereticks , to Fae 
ther their errors on the word of God ? Did not Arians Donatiſts 
Pelagians, ec. bring,as they thought,cleer Scripture for what they 
{ayd ? Nay will not our zealous Presbyterians who have an Anti. 
chriſtian antipathy againſt Church & ſtate,as deyoutly cite Scri= 
pture 
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yon for themſelves as their LLR did when hetempted Chriſt 

the deſert? And did God do you thinke, give vs Scripture to ſet 
his Church on fire, & breed eternal diſſentions about Religion ? 
yet this muſt needs follow from theſe Principles, whilſt every 
ſober Enquirer has a right to his own Rule of Faith , or his own 
expoſition of Scripture, & conſequently , may lawfully ſtickle 
for it, though it differ as much fromthe Rule of Faith of all other 
men, as his witt, judgment & fancy does. 
My LORDS & Gentlemen 

Theſe are pleaſant conſiderations & redound much to the cre- 
dit of our cauſe & that reputation of integrity we have carried 
with vs all along from our primitive times. But that which fol- 


| lows inthe Doc®.18. Principle;if ſeriouſly conſidered ,goes beyond 
_ all thereſt:for here he (uppoling now , what hedenied before , that 


even his ſober Enquirer might miſle in the right ſenſe of Scri- 
"0 him in the end, & he would 

ave him belceveitas a point of Faith, that i» 1h# viz in expound- 
ing Scripture God has promiſed either he ſhall not erre or ſhall not be 
damrnd for it. Good God ! what profound ignorance have we 
kved inall this while ? The Arians ,N-ftorians, Eutychians , Pe- 
lagians , & other ſuch Ingeneers of Novelties have been hitherto 
looked vpon by all good Chriſtians as damnable Hereticks and 
dereſtable rebells againſt the Church of God, & yet we now diſ- 
cover that all theſe were Proteſtant Saints , & blefled foules in hea- 
ven. Tis a truth not to be denied , for the Doc. has not onely a 
Proteftant Principle, but a revelation for it. For theſe men did 
not want witt enough to read Scripture ſoberly , nor to confi- 
der the {ad conſequence of miſtaking in a matter of that main 


| Importance & though they denied the myſtery of the Trinitie , 


the Incarnation of Chriſt , the neceſlity of Grace, & many other 
ſuch m2taphyſical niceties, yet when they , departed this life they 
went direaly to that happy place of bliſſe, For whether could 
they goe? Nor to Purgatory, as you will eaſily beleeve, & to 
Hell they could not goe, God having promiſed that though they 
err'd in interpreting Scripture as they thought good , yet he would 
not damn them for.1t, Whether then could they. goe but tothe _- 
| FHF C tifical 
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tifical viſion of God Alinighe> 
Now if every: ſober enquirer have ſuch a gracious promiſe 
from God himſelf, that ether he ſhall nor err , or ſhall not be 
damn'd for it: whilſt he is thus ſure of heaven on both ſides , 
what does1t 1unport whether he erre or no ? And does the Docr. 
call chis the reduction of our Faith to Principles? O invincible 


Champion, incomparable Combatant ? How much are we be= 


holding to thee for theſe brisk (allies of thy learned ſoul? But didft 
thou never reflz& that erroneous judgments have not a poſlibi- 
lity of being Acts of Faith, &if a man may be ſaved by his er- 
rors only , hemay be faved withone Faith , & 1f Nullifidians have 
Gods promiſe they ſhall get to heaven , why may not the Devils 
hope well as being farr better Proteſtants, or deyouter Quakers 
of the two, for they atleaſt belreve & tremble ? | £ 
Was eyer any one {o vnfortunate in the defence of our cauſe 
as the DoC*. is? The Apoſtle cold vs plainly That vithour Faith it 
Was impoſiible to pleaſe God & S. Athanaſius in his Creed , which we 
have allowed in our 39. Articles , aſſures vs in the firſt place That: | 
whoſoever Will ſave his ſoule, before all things it & neceſſary to hold the. ' 
Catholick Faith W:ch wnles every one doe Wholy & entirely adhere Un< 
to , without. doubt he ſhall ever/aftinely periſh. But theſe were {cru- 
pulous Diyines that wanted that latitude of conſcience the Doc!, 
has; for he has a more compendious way to the joyes of heaven 
for his ſober Enquirer , & where in doe you thinke this ſhort way 
confiits , butin the numerous windings & curnings of kis errors P 
whenall fails; theſe will bring him-toeternal happines and he has 
Gods promile for it. Wouldit not prove very much for the D®, 
creuit -& ſhould we not thinke him an arrand Saint , ſhould he 
pretend another promiſe from God [as he may very well vpon 
the fame ground ] thar he ſhould argsec c/oſey by laying nothing 
to the purpoſe, & chat he ſhould report faithfully by telling lyes con« 
figently , & that for his reward he ſhould ger a; is by going 
thicher the contrary way: ? Muſt not Difſenters laugh heartily 
when they ſee what rocks & ſhelves theſe Principles of the Docs, 
mult needs drive vs on ? Many Proteſtants have h.1d that Faith 
alone could jultifie without good workes but to lay that no 
p as 
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has promiſed that ſober Enquirers ſhall be ſaved with out Faith ; 
or by their errors only, was ſuch a profound point of Divinity , 
as could never have occurred to any one who minded the conſe: 
quences of what he writt,or ſayd, 

' But to whom doe you thinke this promiſe of God , fo lily 
foiſted into Proteſtant Principles was hirſt made ? Haw came the 
Door by the knowledg of 1t? Did he ever find it in Scripture? 
Could he whois ſo minurely accurate in the citation of ridiculous 
ſtories , omit a quotation of that importance, this would prove? 
Twas certainly a great overſight for the promiſe is ſweet & com- 


fortable but he that can find it in Scripture , may ailo find in the 


ſame page' 8 Chapter, that God has never yet promiſed any ſuch 
thing nor eyer will. And what ſhall we doe then, when, we have 
revelation againſt reyelation,promtſe againſt promiſe? which of the 
two is to be beleeved? A Diſſenter will1immediatly decide the Que- 
ſtion & conclude inform , that the Dr. 1s a meer Mounte banck 1n 
Religion , & by vertue of his funRtion & that highprivileag of his 
calling , may lawfully cheat & lye z9rzes guotics as the yarious exi- 
gence of his cauſe requires, For it this promiſe be not to be found in 
Scripture, as it 1 not, nor haye any other ground then the D*, 
word , as it has not , the Door muſt of neceſlity be either a no- 
torious cheat that deludes the world with leger de main 1n Reli- 
g10n,or he muſt be anenthuſiaſtick viſionary that has private re- 
velations of things no one ever had before. If the firſt ; with 
what face can ſuch an Impoſtor appeare in the pulpit , write 
Controverſie, & treat matters of Religion he ſo much profancs? 
If the ſecond. Did he take all that paines to 1mpuegn private V1- 
Gons & revelations in the Churchoft Rome, and then reloive his 
Faith & a Proteſtants too, inre ſuch hypocondriacal fancies & 1llu- 
fions of his own? 

And nowl would fain know whether there be any thing want- 
ing in thisgood man, to make him a compleat Fanatick of rhe firſt 
magnitude , vnles it be, thar he would found an Order of Divines 
in Mode or Controverſial Scribes , that ſhould neither regard cre- 
dit, nor conſcience 1n what they write, & for this you fee he purs 
fair, & though he would havethe world beleeve , that he has read 
ode ———h—3 his 


(20) 

his Library over , & over & has it all by heart: yet many thinke 
there are Polemick. Gentlemen fo. charitable as. to prepare poiſon 
for his.pen,8& ſtudy new occaſions for him of drollery. & derifion 
and theſe men for their ſifting legends, gleaning vp little odd ſta. 
ries &. violently tearing Authorities from. the Text for the Do- 
&ors vſe, that. his Books may make a ſhew atleſt,and ſeem to have 
ſomething material, theſe men Lſay, may well hope for no (mal 
preferment in.that learned , & Religious Society. 

But can we wonder Fanaticiſm ſhould encreaſe ſo-faſt , when 
we fee-a.pretended Champion of Proteſtant Religion , thus delude 
poor ſoules for which Chriſt fpilt his precious blood, with fiuti= 
ous promiſes of Gad , impertinent Principles plain cheats & 1mpo= 
ſtures? And'muſt not. that man be deſperatly bold & dareing , that 
wall.run. the hazard of his ſalvation & venture an-eternity of tore 
ment in the life to:come, by following & relying on ſucha guide as 


| this,, whadrives a trade, & gets a livelyhood, by fuch ſhamefull 


ratiſes?In the interim. hasnot this learned D*. hard meaſure whilſt 
\% is ſo often told , that he is no. Proteſtant. bur a wolfe in ſheeps 
cloathing, alunatick.in Religion,thatcan grve vs principles,fuch 
as they. are,for,any thing or.nathing but his own intereſt & ambi-» 
tious aims ? But goe thy. wayes far a profound Door of Fana» 
ticiſm , boaſt of thy, new. diſcoveries & brave atrempts, onely re- 
member thou haſt donenothing all this while for the Church of 
England. Principles ſhould reſemble a. legitimate Pedegree ,, one 
ought: {til to; be the: others lawfullifſue , but.thou haſt given vs 
a rope of {and;, a bundle of reeds-, & a ſpuriaus generation of 1nde- 
pendent Poſitions , which I know-not what | may better com= 
pare vntoin all reſpe&ts, then-to Cadmus his ſouldiers that ſallied 
our of theſerpents.teeth , & were. no. ſooner born but. deſtroyed 
one an other. How much better were it-to-yeild vp the. cauſe of 
our own accord, then to maintainitby ſuch vnworthy & baſe 
ſhifts as. theſe ? If, our Dodrine. have no farer footing , let ys 


return with an Olivebranchto the Church of Rome, let vs give 


her the honour, and glory of. the day , & farewell Reformation 


for ever more. 


4 


_ appeal' to Scripture in theſe points., as our writers always do,in- 


t_—_ do 
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My LORDS & Gentlemen 

Having thus farr repreſented to you the main Proteſtant Prin= 
Ciples our writers have hitherto ſtood vpon; me thinkes our ſu- 
perſtrutures now ſtand in view; where fore let vs but feein paſe 
fling by, with what ſtrength & conneQion the moſt eminent and 
magnificent parts of the building can hang togeather. Theſe , as 
you know very well, are: zo Purgatory , no Trauſubtantiation, no 
wnbloody ſacrifice, no Church infallible & a renouncing ſome (ſuch 
other errors we reformed in the Church of Rome. That theſe 
make vp the very eſſence of Proteſtant Religion as diſtin fronx 
Popery ,1s but too clear to be denicd ; for what have we reform'd 
all this while but thoſe ſuperſtitious myſtries? Now theſe nega- 
tive Tenentsthat are efſencial parts of our Reformation , are either ,,.z >. 
plainly & poſitively. revealed by. Almighty God , or they are not. pygſy: 

f they be reveald z.they are not only Truths of the higheſt eleva- proceft.. | 
tion, & points of diyine Faith z. but we oblige our ſelves. to ſhew without'} 
them in ſomepartof Scripture which we can never dee. If they Princi- | 
benotrevealed; as all our Davinesthinke fitr to own, then do we ples. 4:24 
runon as dangerous & deep a precipice for does it not follow by 4: G | 
an vadeniable lawfu!l conſequence ? ne 

1. That our Reformation. 1s at beſt, compounded of no-other 
ingredients. then {holaſtical opinions, that is, in plain Engliſh, 
diſpurable yncertainties, things Chriſt & his Apoſtles never raughe 
the world. And arc thele a, ſufficient ground for our animofities 
in R:ligion & choſeinfortunate diſtra&ions of the kingdom, which: 
Vpon no better account have been (o long fomented ? 

2.. That though. we ſhould renounce theſe, the. eſſential parts. 
of ourR-formation, & det: them heartily , as. publick Incen- 
diazies , rocks.of ſcandal , & the only ſeeds of diſcord. between vs. 
& Rome., we may be yet{ound in. faith., & as good Chriſtians 45. 
we were before 

3- Thatitis-no lefſe. then plain-contradi&ion of. our ſelves, ta: 


| 
| 
| 


their Diſputes with the Church of Rome, for if they be in Scripture, 
ehey are points of Divine Faith , & not inferiour Trurhs of a lower: 
tire,that God never yet revealed, And thus muſt the whole fabrick: 
hiotadoaoda I bt. 
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22 ) 
of our Reformation totter if £2 foundations be not better layd! 
My LORDS & Gentlemen: | 
' After this brief conſideration of our Principles & thoſe ſuper- 
ſtructures we have built vpon them ;it follows now that I com« 
municate with you , ſome few of thoſe melancholy thoughts the 
ſtrange management of our cauſe is dayly ſuggeſting to me. The 
Vniverſities of England have been ever juſtly held , the two great 
Treaſuries of witt, 8& learning, & the moſt famous nurſeries in 
the world of all noble Arts,& {ciences; & 1t is not to be denied even 
by our Adverſaries , but that we have there at preſent, men of 
great knowledge, eloquence, & other abilities 1n all parts of learn- 
ing: butThope 1 may complain without offenſe, that theſe emi. 
nently learned men, too too prudently withdraw them ſelyes from 


any publick engagement, & hardly ever enter the liſts of con« 


_ troyerſy whence itcomes to paſſe, that our cauſe forthe moſt part, 
is wretchedly maintained & never ſuffers more in the judgment 
of conſidering & ynderſtanding perſons, than by ſuch as pre- 
tend te be Champions for it. I am aſhamed torell you, bur 1 can 
not conceal it from any one who has looked into our Authours, 
how vainly they trifle away their time and their Readers too , in 
long looſediſcourſes litle or nothing to che purpoſe; how ſeldome 
the very ſtate of the Queſtion is repreſented right, and how fre- 
quently they fight with nothing but their own 1maginations as if 
they wanted Antagoniſts, , 

Either my natural averſion from a gingle of words, and hvge 
heavy volumes that have nothing in them but ſuch ſmal wares,has 
blinded my judgment & deceived me much , or there 1s litle to be 
found in the greateſt part of our Polemical divines but pretty 
floriſhes they learnt in ſchooles, Quibbles & criticiſmes, jeers and 

_ calumnies, & above all apochryphall ſtories in matters of fat, 
that concern neither Papiſt, nor Proteſtant now living; whether 
they berrue or falſe, When we ſee ſometimes the glorious promi- 
les of a Title page [ but that Travellers aſſure vs that Rome ſtands 
yer in the ſame place & poſture, 8& that affaires goe there ſtill 
as they vicd to doe ] who would not thinke that we had ruin'd the 
Vatican, & blown vp the Conhiſtory with the Pope & Cardinals ? 

| And 


(23) 


And when we behold ſuch a world of hard words in the margent, 


with (effions, & Councils , Manu-fcripts , & Reſcripts , Popes & 


Bulls & the names of innumerable Authours vnknown, with an 


Anno Den.ini mntheend, who would not bleſſe himſelf & ſtand 
amazed art the yaſtnes of their Library , the firmnes of their me- 
mory, & their boundles reading? whereas if we looke ſeriouſly 
into the ſolidity , & ſubſtance of the Booke, we ſhall only find a 
nut ſhellin an 1/jas of leaves, or a peeceof Controverlie as cold 
as Baxters vinding-(beet, or as drie , & dull as the Seaſona! le Diſcourſe 
which even after 4. or 5. editions, was never yet diſgeſted into 
common ſenſe, Nether can they appeare otherwiſe to any pru- 


* dent & judicious Reader. For 


1, They leem never to looke through their deſign before they 
pur pen to paper , nor doe they endeavour to c<tle any thing they 
ſay vpon ſolid Principles; whence it happens that they wander 
vp & downin allthey write, like a benighred Traveller that had loſt 
his way, & we ſee every day by experience, that when a Fanatick 1s 
to be confuted , they run to Fathers, Traditions, Councils, & ſuch 
Popith arguments , and whena Papiit aſſaults them with the very 
ſame weapons they had vſed before, they run to the Fanaticks fan- 
&uary ,that1s , to their privar ſpirit in interpreting Scripture as they 
pl-aſe; and thus they defend the Church of England by the ſame 
vicious Circle the late Vſurper maintained his pretendzd power , 
when he had his Parhaments to overawe his army, & his Army to 
overawe his Parliaments. | ; 

. 2+ They never bolt , nor fift well matters of Faith from the 
courſer part of Divinity , or Scholaſtical opinions for where the 


' Church of Ryme his ichned nothing 11 her Councils, a Pap'ſt 


may hold which lide h2 pleaſe , & yer be a good Papilt ſtil] ; & 1t15 
but 1n vain to obj<&t, that particular perſons of that Church , 
have been ſingular in their way , & walked alone out of the come. 
mon road, & it ſtill gives an Adyerſary a juſt occaſion to recrimi- 
nate. If this one thing were but well obſerved, tis incredible hoy 
many of our glorious Champions folio would ſhrink into litle 
dapper creatures in Decimo {: x'0 which in blew paper coates would 
become the Jiverie: & yet the Reader. would get more by. them 
K thePrcinter lefles SEA THE 3, They 
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| 24. } | | 
3. They peryert the eel order of the things themſelves , by 
bringing Controverſy into Sermons , & Sermons into Controyere 
fie, thac is , they preach when they ſhould diſpute, & diſpute when . 
they ſhould preach. When Reformation's Inflified by pulpit pedan- 
try, and all Church anthority facrilegiouſly trampled on at the 
ſame time, what can we expect from thatlongwinded worke, but 
either the diverſion of the Audience, as it ofren happens, ia hear- 
ing Dottor Stilii1gfleet confute Dodtor Stillin: flect : or that, notha= 
ving learning enongh to looke through the litle wiles , & jugling 
tricks of his talking way,they renounce all Chucch authority ,Re» 
formation , and Religion too? | 
But che vſual method where by our Polemick writers become 
Graduates in Controverſy , is yet more deplorable, & carries with 
It ſuch a prejndice & palpable diſadvantage to our Cauſe, that T 
cannot but repreſenr it to you, 1s it not oftentimes the firſt ſtep 
to the ſeveral degrees of that greatdignirie, to come freſh from the 
Vniverſity demidrvines , or penfeathered Preachers , that can at 
feaſt flutcer inthe pulpit, ſpeake bigg & mountebanck the buſines 
to their dearly Beloved the the-Saints of the Congregation, thoſe 
excellent Indges of diſcourſe & reaſon ? And when they have gat 
a ſufficient ſtock of aſſurance, and are come to ſomeperfedtion 
in their calling; or which many of them take to be the ſame, their 
canting language; is not their next ſtag? a picke againſt Popery, 8 
thateverlaſting Topick of ſuch frequent vie in their Sermons, their 
revileing of the Church of Rome? They are ſcarce adyanced thus | 
farr , when the applaule of their feminine followers, and ahitle 
itch with all of appearing to the world in print, engages them im= 
mediatelyin treating Queſtions they never ſtudied , nor well vn- - 
derſtood. And though the whole worke be but a rapſody of old 
ends of Controverhie , that haye been priated and reprinted, 
anſwered & objected, objeted & anſwered , as conſtantly every 
yeare ſince Reformation,as we had ſpring & fall; yer to the poor 
Parilhioners the worke appeares new ,and the Authours are cried 
yp for Divines many fathomes deep , & invincible Champions 
of the Church of England, 
I thinke we need goe no farther. for an inſtance then onr Fa« 
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batick Father and moſt Reverend Sir of Saint CAndrevs, who had 
no ſooner learnt to bounce bravely in the pulpit and to lay about 
him as if he were beating Be/larmine , or pulling down the Po- 
pes triple Crown, but he preſently imagines his reputation ſtood 
Engaged, to publiſh ſomething in Polemicks , there being ſuch 

reat want of Controyerſial Volumes. And firſt: by an 1renicon 

e proclaimes a peace ; but a peaceable worke not bringing in 
the revenue was expected by it , ona ſudden he ſounds acharge, 
and gives vs CA rational account of the grounds of Proteflant Reli- 
gion and his own adventures; where though he looſe himfelf in 
a wildernes of words togeather with the Reſolution of his Faith 
[ :hething all along pretended J yet he returns from the confli& 
with flying colours , and then having reſted a while , and adored 
himſelf more for that mighty exploit , then Papiſts do all the 
Saints in heaven ; he reſolves ac length to fignalize himſelf by 
ſome new encounter, and nothing will ſerve turn but he will 
down with the Idolatry of the.Zizh Places, the fat calves of Bz- 
{an and thoſe abominable Bulls of Dax and Bezhel. ; 

It was in this enthuſiaſtick heate , as ſome Proteſtants did 
obſerye,that he calld againe for Roſinante? and mounting in the 
triumphant robes of the ſurplice & ſcarlate hood , with a long 
train of Fanatick Principles at his heeles , which made vp the 
pageantry of that glorious ſcene, he gave ys a comical Diſcourſe 
concerning the Idolatty ve in the Church of Rome. And though 
no Papiſt can be ſo yncharitable as not to give ſome litleleave, to 
ſuch an eminent Cavalier in Errantry , to conquer ſtill with al! 
the plauſible circumſtances he could imagine, yet in the ſacred 
concerns of Religion to goe beyond all Poerical licences, to tran- 
ſcend all Romantick ſtraines ; this certainly can not chuſe but 
make a deep impreſſion in the wellmeaningReader, who ſeckes 
nothing but the naked Truth, and muſt needs breed a high eſteem 
of Pcotcſtant Religion 1n the zealous ſons of the Curch of En- 
oland, 

My LORDS & Gentlemen 
I have treſpaſsd on your patience , but I begg your pardon , 
that by a juſt ſenſe of ſeing our caule ſo notorioully abuſed 1 
= D have 
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(.26 ) 
haye been ſo farr tranſported. But thus doe things ſtand with Vs 
inControverſie, whilſt we havelearned Adverſaries in the Churck 
of Rome, whoſe abilities are not to be deſpriſed & whoſe argue 
ments we muſt never hope to ſee defeated by a profane, and 
blaſphemous drollery. This being the true ſtate of our Polemical 


diſcourſes, this the managment of our caule; it remaines now, that. 


1 humbly caſt my prayers , and teares at the feet of this noble 
S2nate. | | 


1. That for the credit of our Nation and the honour of Chriſts 


Church men tainted with ſuch corrupt Principles be not permit-' 


ted for the time to come ro vindicate our cauſe, nor to delude the 
world with ſuch wild fanatick notions for the grounds of our 
Faith, We have {uff-ed long enough already, on account of ſuch 
declamatory , quodlibetical creatures, who have tackt about with 
the tim2s, and by a petulantprofanels in their writings , extrava=- 
gancy 1n their Principles, and hypocrilie in their preaching, have 


but made good many of thoſe reproaches our Adverſarics have 


Caſt vpon vs. 

2 Tantby a joynt concurrence of both Houſes, or by an A(- 
ſembly of our ſoundeſt, and beſt Divines , the true genuine Prin« 
ciples of Proteſtant Religion may be ſo plainly layd ſorthgthat eve- 


ry. one may ſez th: Reformed Religion you profeſſe , may be de«- 


f:nded with credit, and relied on with ſecurity. 


Hitherto my feares & jz2alouſies of Popery have been no leſſe 
th2n yours, & you. may eakily. imagine what a ſad proſped it is 


vnto me, to bzhold , the Anabaptiſt, the Quaker, the abomina- 


tion of delolation the Presbyter, and whole heards of Fanaticks. 
Iike fo many Zgyptian locuſts overrunning the Nation with their 


Nonſenſe in Relg'on, and the very firſt Principles of Paganiſme. 
But tis yet a more wounding conſideration to me to refle& , that 
theſe poor deluded ſoules, muſt runon in thatdire& road to per- 
dition, never to b2 reclaimed by any Proteſtant P:1nc:ple our 
writers have yet afligned. For by force of what Proteſtant Prin= 
Ciple, can we either reduce or per{ecute any ſuch Diſlenters ? 

r. By whatP.oteſtant Principle can wereduce fuch loſt ſhe 
a5 theſe? For ſhould we endeavour the converſion of a Quaker, 


or 


« 
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27) Rn 
or ſome ſuch Fanatick , wi Yb proper expedient in the caſe, 
than Ghoſpel experiences and the pure word of God? Burt if the 
blewapron'd Brother be impertinent, and vie Texts with vs, as 
he often does, and interprer all according as his invilible, ynac- 
ceſlible, and indeed ynintelligible I1ght, or private ſpirit pleaſe, 
will not hereply , that he holds his Paith by the {ame tenour thac 
our Proteſtant writers do, and whilſt the renour 1s the ſame , by 
confuting him, wedo but confute , and confound our ſelves ? 

2. By vertue of what Proteſtant Principle can we perſecute any 
ſuch Diſenters whoſe demeanour is peaceable ? For either they are 
in the right, or they are not? If they be inthe right , our perlecu- 
tloncanonly make them Confeſſours,and Martyrs, and our ſelves 
deteſtable and bloody Tyrants. If they be not 1n the right; yet | 
they cannot reaſonably be denied , what we grant even the greateſt 
malefactours in our Courts of Iudicature , v;z That ſentence never 
paſle for the delinquents puniſhment, ill they be legally conyited 
of their crimes. Now I wiſh it were ſuggeſted ro me, wherein a 

eaccable nonconformiſt can be found guilty by vs For what's 
the ſubſtance of his charg? Is it that he conforms not his in- 
ward aſſent, and judgment to the Church of Er.gland , or that ex- 
teriourly he abſents himſelf from ourlyturgy and Communion ? 
If che firſt : On what account can we find him guilty ? For though 
exteriourly he conforme not his judgment to-the Church of En- 
oland, yethe conforms it to that, which our Divines take to be the 
Rule of Faith v{z The Scripture &+ his ovn interpretation oz it , and 
if this be that hainous crime of his by condemning him, at the 
ſ:me time wepaſle ſentence againſt our ſelves, ana condemn the 
poor Fanatick on no better ground,than that he will not renounce 
the Ryle of” F:4th from which he never ought to ſwerve. It the 
ſecond. Then has the zealous ſepariſt farr harder meaſure; for 
we2renot this to perſecute him meerly becaule he judges it baſe 1n 
:t ſelf, and unworthy of a Chriſtian, to difſemble with vs? And 
if we muſt propagate the Ghoſp:] by ſuch means as theſe , u- 
fortunate Diſſenters { what vnhbappy Planer reign'd ar your birth, 
that you alone, ſhould live vnder that fatal neceſfity of either 

103 perſecutsd in this world , becauſe you wall not dillcmble 
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| (28) 
with God , and man , beleeve a, and profeſſe an others 
or of being puniſhed eternally in the life to come, for that hor- 
rid fin of hypocrily ? 7 
My LORDS e&+ Gentlemen 
Our ynderitanding is a frank noble faculty , not to be oyerawed 
in the aſſent it gives: Tis an upright vncorrupt Iucg? that in ſpite 
of feare or love, will Rill paſſe ſentence according to the cleareſt 
evidence: Now vales we can produce Principles of greater ſtrength 
then the grounds of other Churchesare, and ſhew an obligation 
In every one to embrace our Doarine, tis in vain to thinke, that 
any pzaceable ſubje&t may not lawfully diſſent from vs interiour- 
ly, and exteriourly deſert our Communion when he will. All 
which when we have ſeriouſly refl:&ed on, who would not won=- 
der at the tender bowells of our ſanguinary Saint, that magnift= 
cent Founder and Finder-outof Fananciſm who not long ſince in 
his. anſwer to the CApolozetical Epiſtle out of a Chriſtian com- 
paſſion to Recuſants could ſpend ſo much ſweat in whetting the 
ſeverity of the laws , and putting anew edg vpon peral Statutes 2 
Had the Doctor by (olid arguments where in any prudent perſon 
miSht acquieſcz provedatye, and duty inevery one, to conforme 
to our way of worſhip , had he ſhewd that Chriſt eyer whipp'd 
finners :nro the Temple, as he whipt then out , he had goneratio- 
nally to works, and had ſhew'd vs. ſome thing befides tricks in 
divinitie, at which we muſt needs ſay, he has a very fingulardexte- 
ritte, for I c2n notbut complain by aſad experience, that the pro- 
fane ſpirit of drollery , which appeares inevery part of his Pole- 
mick writings has been highly prejudicial to vs; arid tis fo contra-. | 
ry tothe nature, and weightof Religious concerns,that all the ar. 
guments it vſhers. in, diſguiſed in that antick dreiſe, never looke 
like thzmſelyes, but rather like ſcenecal Ralleries, deſfin'd only 
for Diſſenters ſport. And whilſt the Door makes all Proteſtants 
{o extreamly ridicalous, can we blame the laughter of our Adver- 
ſaries, or thinke much that they take our Principles for meer ſha- 
dows of ſenſe, that yaniſhh away Nke the Ghoſt of Crevſz when a 
Roman Champion offers to approach , and lay hands vpon them ? 
Hence 1t has been often doubted of by very many , woot 
| [ne 
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the Do&Rar did intend in his Bookes to abuſe Proteſtants or Papiſts 
moſt. Can any one then take him for a maintainer of our cauſe 
whilſt he gives vs ſuch clear evidencein all he writes, that a feri= 
ous defence of the Religion eſtabliſhed by law , was either the 
furtheſt of his thoughts; or that his fancy is top full of Fanatick 
Homilies , Playbook expreſiions, & indigeſted Reading , & that 
out of the confuſed heapes of ſuch, his Polemick lumber , he ſill 
picks vp , & writes down what lyes next the door? 

But to plead for an Epgliſh Inquiſition as in eft:& the Door 
did, and have any peaceable ſubje& without the leaſt conyiation 

of judgment compelPd, and frighned :nto Communion with vs, 
did not only argue a cancred and vnchriſtian heart, but was I 
thinke , the moſt efficacious way , to train a Diſſeater vp, to the 
very worſt of crimes. For when a man has once gone againſt 
his conſcience courageouſly,and renounced God, and all Rehgion, 
as he imagines , what part 1s there in facriledg, blood, or Re- 
bellion he wall ſtick to a&? | 

And this prompts me yet to a farther conſideration , whether 
at leaſt till ſuch time as our Divines have fer forth and publiſh'd 
the true Principles of Proteſtant Religion , a libesty of conſcience, 
that1s., an exemption from Ecclehaſtical and penal Statutes, may 
not be thought a ſeaſonable and very neceſſary point of Indul- 
22NCC ? We bave now vled coercitive wayes for above a hundred. 
yeares, and what haye we purchaſed by them, but the publick 
averſton,and I with I may not add the private hatred of our Adver- 
ſaries,and it may beſome few hypocritical Converts may be num- 
bred too,who to fave their eſtates , or rayſe their forcunes, would 
as ealily turn deyour Diſcipies of Mahomert? And may not we 
boaſt of theſe glorious advanrages, may not we hope thar ſuch 
zealous Profelytcs, will bring great bleſings with them to the 
Church of England? 

Such effed&ts of our rigour [ and we muſt not hope for any bet- 
ter ] have made me often thinke with the great Gamaltel , thar if 
the wayes of ſeparatiſts be from God , they will thrive & proſper 
whether we will or no; if they be not from God, they will quickly 
diſappeare like ſmoake in the air, and come to nothing of them- 
ſelves. _ —————_ D 3 _ Bute 
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" But if reaſons of ſtate, and a liberty of conſcience cannot yet 


ſtand togeather , at leaſt let our zeal be of an equal extent, and an 


even temper, let it naturally diffuſe its influence as the ſun does 
Its beams , alike every way,for whilſt our ſeveritie runs all on one 
fide, as if no fin could damn a foule but Popery , we ſeem evie 
dently to diffide in the goodnes of our cauſe, and givean occation 
to the world tothinke, that the-Wildome of this noble Senate ; 
has at length found out , not only ſome weaknes in. our own way, 
but ſomething invincible in the Church of Rome , which if (e- 
riouſly conſidered, likea Torrent of Truth would carry all before 


1t, Andhere I can not omitt to tell you , that this partiality of 


our rigour has already given Proteſtants the confuſion, and Pa- 
piſts the comfort to imagine , that our feares and jealouſies of Po. 
pery, which at preſent diſturbe and diſtract the nation, are but 
the ſelf ſameſprights, that haunted Caiphas his houſe, lay vnder 
the Iews Council table, and ſcared them with the Romans coming 
and oyerrunning their Country. There have been men of ſo 
weake a ju?gment, that they have dyed only with the feare of 
death; and it is not without all ground , that our Adverſaries now 
hope , we ſhall atlengch turn Papiſts with the teare of Popery. This 
certain; the more we apprehend contagious diſeaſes, the ſooner 
they are caught, and rhe more powerfull influence the infe&ion 
has vpon vs. | 

But I muſt not be tedious, and now hope Thave performed my 
duty what ever happen , it being aboundantly enough to have 
ſhewed our bleeding wounds to our Healing Parliament and our 
Nurſing Father & Defender of the Faiths 
My LORDS 67 GCentiemen. 

We can not doubt but the preſervation of Proteſtant Religion 
is your great careand ſtudy zbutin the redrefſe of theſethings, that 
nothing may be wanting to the accompliſhment of our wiſhes , 
let vs not hate one an other for Rel1g10n fake, nor run our lelyes 


Into vnchriſtian heates , on account of that Faith, which is the 


trueground of Charitie , and the only adamantine bond of love 
and vnitice. And you my deare children in the Houſe of Come 
m0us * | s 
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Ne Pueri, ne tanta animys aſſuejcite bella, 
Neu Patrie validas in viſcera vertite wires, 
T#Jue prior, Tu paree, genus qui aucts Oiympo, 
Projice tela manu [angus mitts - 

And you my Heroical ſons , and my deareſt children in the 
Houſe of pers, who derive your names from numerous deſcents 
of renowned Anceſtors, youT hope will remember, that {weet 
and obliging wayes, are the rich ornaments and the great chara- 
&ers of your high birth and blood, T15 at your feet I leave my 
erieyvances and I confidently hope they will finke deep into'your 
noble {oules, On this aſſurance With my bleſling to both Houſes 
I ſhall ever pray to Almigty God , the God of peace , the God 
of love ,the Authour of light, and the fountain.of Wiſdome, 
that he wili move your hearts , and dire your thoughts by ſuch 


. a larg proportion of his Holy grace, that all your Aas, Votes, 
and counſels, may ſucceed ever to his own glory, the good of: 


his Church, the honour and vniton of King and Parliament, & 
the laſting peace & proſperity of the people. 
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